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“In most instances, entry is made by a person or firm certified by the carrier bringing the 
goods to the port of entry. This entity (i.e., the person or firm certified) is considered the 
“owner” of the goods for customs purposes.”
“Goods may only be entered by their owner, purchaser, or a licensed customs broker.”

Source: https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Importing%20into%20the%20U.S.pdf

Informed Compliance
Section 484 of the Tariff Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. § 1484):
“The importer of record is responsible for using reasonable care to enter, classify and 
determine the value of imported merchandise and to provide any other information 
necessary to enable CBP to properly assess duties, collect accurate statistics, and 
determine whether other applicable legal requirements, if any, have been met”

Source: https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2018-Mar/icprescare2017revision.pdf

Or a licensed customs broker given a 
Power of Attorney from the importer 
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(IOR) 

https://www.cbp.gov/document/forms/cbp-form-5106-createupdate-importer-identity-form

Importers should complete CBP 
Form 5106 prior to Importing.


Completion of this form creates a 
unique record within US customs 
systems.
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Shipper's details**, consignee details (including tax ID/ IRS number).
Specific description of the goods, the value of the goods, and the country of manufacture. 
 
• Complete /specific description of the merchandise
• Quantities and unit values (specify currency)
• Country of manufacture of the goods
• The Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States
• Shipping Terms

** The name and complete address of the foreign individual or firm who is responsible for invoicing the 
merchandise.Ordinarily the manufacturer/seller. If not, the party who sold the merchandise for export to the 
United States or made the merchandise available for sale

The basis of all export and import processes

Commercial Invoice / Invoice for Customs

The manufacturers name and address is necessary for any wearing apparel entries. If the country of origin is China,  
the full name and address of the manufacturer (including the postal code) is necessary for entry.
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• Cargo shipments from most countries require an export declaration

• Information necessary for export is similar to information necessary for import

• A packing list may be necessary

• The HS classification for export may differ to the USHTS classification

Shipper / Sender / Exporter likely will have to complete an export declaration

Export Declaration from Origin

The exemption does not apply to shipments requiring an export license or for 
goods transiting to another country via the USA

Most USA Imports to Canada do not require an Export Declaration
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HS Code / Tariff Classification

It is the responsibility of the importer of record to use “reasonable care” to “enter,” 
“classify” and “value” the goods and provide any other information necessary to enable the 
CBP to assess the correct duties….

USEFUL INFORMATION REGARDING HS CODES
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GRI 
General Rules 

of Interpretation
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CHAPTER 99 TARIFFS
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CHAPTER 99 TARIFFS

© Corporation Jet Worldwide. All Rights Reserved                                                                                                                                                   

USA Import
2025 TRUMP TARIFFS 

(Section 301)(Section 232) (Section 122) (Section 201) (IEEPA)

• Table of Contents



•Review online resources and become familiar with the fundamentals


•Ask the seller (if exporting, confirm with the buyer)


•Consult with a customs broker or attorney


•Ask for an advance/ binding ruling from US Customs  

•Keep in mind that regular tariff classification may link to a chapter 99 code

HS Codes and Tariff Classification
FINDING AN HS CODE 
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Information Necessary for an e-Ruling 

Ruling requests must contain a complete statement of all relevant facts relating to the transaction including:

• The name, address, email address and phone number of the requesting party.

• The names, addresses, email addresses and other identifying information of all interested parties (if known) and the 

manufacturer ID code (if known).

• The name(s) of the port(s) in which the merchandise will be entered (if known).

• A description of the transaction; for example, a prospective importation (merchandise) from (country).

• A statement that there are, to the importer's knowledge, no issues on the commodity pending before CBP or any 

court.

• A statement as to whether advice has been sought from a CBP office; and if so, from whom, and what advice was 

rendered, if any.


Source: https://www.cbp.gov/trade/rulings/eruling-requirements

Getting an Advance/ Binding Ruling

Important note: Countervailing (CVD) and antidumping rates (AD) of duty are becoming more common. The 
AD/ CVD - if applicable- is not always readily apparent in the tariff schedule. The best practice is to get a  
Binding Ruling prior to shipping or contact a Customs attorney.
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All Shipments to the USA are subject to: 

• Standard import processing


• General rate of duty applies (unless they qualify as originating)


• From where goods ship may impact import processing 


• Note country of origin labelling requirements

⎋ from goods ship versus their country of origin

From Where Goods Were Purchased or Ship ≠ Origin of Goods

 Country of Origin = Country of Manufacture or “wholly obtained”
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Goods that qualify as originating 
via a free trade agreement can 
import duty free.
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Growth and Opportunity Act 
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In the majority of the cases, the correct value to declare at export and import is the 
“transaction value.” The transaction value is the price paid - or payable - for the goods. 

Always best to specify or break out the cost for shipping and insurance.

Useful information ⎋ declared value and CIF

Transaction Value

US customs does not consider 
shipping and insurance as part of 
the transaction value. 


Most international customs 
Authorities consider some form of 
these three costs.  

Useful information ⎋ CBP Resource on Value

Value for Customs
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Source: https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/
assets/documents/2020-Feb/ICP-Customs-

Value-2006-Final.pdf

The transaction value of imported merchandise is the price actually paid or payable for the 
merchandise when sold for exportation to the United States, plus amounts equal to: 

• The packing costs incurred by the buyer
• Any selling commission incurred by the buyer
• The value, apportioned as appropriate, of any assist
• Any royalty or license fees as a condition of the sale
• The proceeds of any subsequent resale, disposal, or use that accrue to the seller
US customs does not consider shipping and insurance as part of the value for duty

Transaction Value for US Customs
Value for Customs
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Useful information 
regarding

⎋ declared value and CIF

Value for Customs
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With the likely elimination of the de minimis - section 321 duty free exemption, some importers are searching for ways to lower 
the accepted transaction value. To find a way for a merchant to declare the manufacturer’s cost vs the retail cost at customs. 
This can make a huge difference on import duty. 


A US customs valuation principle known as the “First Sale Rule”  in theory implies that declaring a the manufacturer’s cost as 
the value may be acceptable when certain conditions are met. But, the retail cost transaction to the US consumer is 
considered the default valuation. 


The burden of proof on the importer to validate that the conditions for the First Sale Rule met are extraordinary and 
require legal guidance.  

• If a US based company must serve as the importer of record. 

• The transaction is between the seller and the US entity (acting as the wholesaler). 

• The ultimate customer is charged after import into the US

• That part of the transaction is considered a domestic transaction. 

• The value declared is between the shipper and US importer

• There are tax implications

De minimis entries and First Value Rule
Value for Customs
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• Tariff classification 
• Country of Origin

Value
= % Duty% Duty

 (x)            = Resulting Duty Assessment 

Import Duty is primarily determined by three main factors
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Important note: Countervailing (CVD) and antidumping rates (AD) of duty are becoming 
more common. The AD/ CVD - if applicable- is not always readily apparent in the tariff 
schedule. The best practice is to get a  Binding Ruling or contact a Customs attorney 
prior to shipping

(Section 301)(Section 232) (Section 122) (Section 201) (IEEPA)

Countervailing (CVD) antidumping rates (AD)
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•HTSUS online tariff schedule (good resource but not definitive)


• Via customs broker’s ABI/ ACE system


•Consult custom’s attorney


•Ask for an advance/ binding ruling from US Customs 

Confirming Rate of Duty
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Automated Brokers 
Interface 
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Other USA Import Fees 
•Merchandise Processing Fee (MPF)

•Harbour Maintenance Fee (MHF) /Ocean Imports

•Entry Preparation/ Customs Brokerage Fees

•Carrier Disbursement Fees

•Customs Surety Bond

•Import Port and Carrier Warehouse pickup charges

• Storage

•Inland transit to final destination

Duty + Other Import Fees
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Concepts to take into consideration: 

• Regional Value Content (RVC) 
• Labor Value Content (LVC) 
• De Minimis Rule  
• Rules for specific categories of goods 

Australia, Bahrain,               , Chile,Colombia,Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras,Israel, Jordan, Korea,              , Morocco, 
Nicaragua, Oman, Panama, Peru, Singapore

Canada

Mexico

USA Free Trade Agreements

Qualifying goods via the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA) and the Caribbean 
Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA) may 
qualify for duty-free import.
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Useful information via trade.gov  
⎋ things to know about USMSA

• Origin rules can be complicated, but…

• It can reduce your total costs

• Keep records on your ‘inputs” as it may be necessary for exporting to a free trade 

partner

• The certification paperwork paperwork has generally been made easier

⎋ USA Free Trade Agreements

USA Free Trade Agreements
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> $2500

< $2500

Two Broad Categories of “Consumption Entries*”

Formal Entry

Informal Entry

+ Restricted Goods - regardless of value - including: 

• agricultural products, pharmaceuticals and other 

controlled substances. 

• Consumption Entry vs in-bond transit and foreign trade zone entries

• Goods that involve Partner Government Agencies

• Broker needs to get approval from importer to make entry on their behalf

• Customs Bond

• May be necessary for e-commerce consolidations
• Subject to audit 5 years following entry
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Up to What Value Mode of Shipping Customs charge per 
Shipment

Ports of Entry Notes

Postal <$2,500 Postal - Ports with Postal Import 
Facilities

NO DE MINIMIS ENTRIES FOR POSTAL IMPORTS 
FROM CHINA. 

Express Consignment 
ECCF < $800 Air Yes Ports with express 

facilities FedEx, UPS, DHL and some independent facilities

Container Freight 
Station or Formal Entry < $800 Air -

Ports with express 
capabilities and local 

port approval of CFS for 
Section 321. 

Usually linked to an express facility. A formal entry 
may be necessary.

Type 86 or Formal 
Entry < $800 Air, Truck, Ocean -  All Ports Available to all brokers

Section 321 De Minimis  Big changes in 2025 • Table of Contents



Imports Arrived? Time is of the Essence!
• Storage charges can begin within 12 to 24 hours after arrival


• Storage Fees are extraordinarily high 

• Entry must be made within 15 calendar days of arrival 


• Some ports now use a CES (Central Exam Station) for any examinations.
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Import Partner Government Agencies

Certain categories of importing goods 
require approval from Partner 
Government Agencies (PGAs)

The customs ACE program provides 
an entry point for submitting 

documentation required by both CBP 
and PGAs
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Best International Shipping Modes to the USA

Contact our team for pricing and support

Personal  
Packages E-Commerce Smaller

Multi-Lot 
Shipments PalletsCommercial Packages 

Larger

Local Post

Zone Jump

Ground (from USA) or Air Courier

Truck- Ocean
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North American and Global Logistics Support
Best in Class Logistics Support ! 
• Benefit from having an independent advisor offering expertise, transparency. 

• Gain unique access to regional, and local resources around the world.
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